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(Restatement of Policy letters by the Board on December 2, 1993 and June 10, 1997) 
 
 The Board confirms the previously issued interpretation that the design of petroleum 
storage tank systems, incorporating the tank, piping, ancillary equipment and containment 
systems, is an engineering function as defined by G. S. 89C-3 and must therefore be certified 
by a Professional Engineer. The original determination involved presentations by 
representatives of the North Carolina Petroleum Marketers Association, the Division of 
Environmental Management and a code official with a building inspection department. The 
Board indicated that this did not represent a change in policy, but was a clarification that will 
result in consistent interpretation across the state. 
 
 In making this determination, the Board recognized that certain small or simplistic 
systems might not require the services of a Professional Engineer. Accordingly, after a 
review of National Fire Protection, North Carolina State Fire Code, North Carolina Division 
of Environmental Management and Federal regulations, the Board has excluded from this 
requirement those petroleum related facilities listed below: 

 
(a) farm or residential tanks of 1100 gallons or less capacity used for storing motor 
fuel for non-commercial purposes; 
   
(b) tanks used for storing heating oil (Class II petroleum) for consumptive use on the 
premises where stored; 
 
(c) tanks used for storing Class III-B petroleum products, to include (but not limited 
to) cooking oils, lubricating oils and motor oil; and 
 
(d) Small, simplistic petroleum storage systems under 1100 gallons. 


